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CarbonNeutral Newcastle was tadkwith deligring an interactévclimate change
awareness programme across the thideast, a DEFRA inspired initatihe
centrepiece of this during 2007/8 has been apegiential dome, designed to change
attitudes to climate change.

The climate dome is a large, in atable structure. Its contptaties climate change
and its relevance in understandable and immediate terms using loreahtidn, and a
range of interacterdisplag.

Changing attitudes is alvgaghallenging, especially with a subjeetdilknate change
where there is a mass of complebrmation and so much ongoing debate. Heawe
engaging the public and creating better understanding is surelgythe &timulating
those attitudinal shifts.

Research ndings pointed to children being the best route to attract people to the
dome. Tis led us in a diffent direction to some of the more predictable creativ
routes involving the usual alarming photos and a barraagt©f\& were determined
to create a tangibly aifent approach that coulggain comple issues simply and, if
necessay, humorously.

We created a series of illustrations that allowed us to be higitlle end imaginagv
with our messages, and s@avsome of the relagwestrictions of photograghhe
illustratie route created a highly distinetimore ownable visual identity. It also had a
friendly and accessibledl, impotant qualitiesor an initiatie that reaches out to the
public.

We took on a serious subject but communicated with a lighter toeidlt ihis was
necessay in order to optimise public peipation.

Using a £400,000 grant from DEFRA and supfrom Scottish &wer, climate dome
toured the nah east. It was suped by a website, BBC Im and an interaztiame.
15 months from its launch in Janua0N07, it is estimated thateo a million people
hawe seen the climate dome.

Its another step in a longer term process to change public attitudes. Ultirsately, it’
changed attitudes that will result in changed behaviour anddganet.
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change tomorrow today’
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